SMALL AGROUP GROUP MINISTRY
THROUGH LIFE’S STAGES

Opening Words
“The phobias and ‘isms’ are alive and well. Yet the oppression becomes ever more sophisticated. It used to be that gays and lesbian people were seen as being child molesters and were dangerous to children. Now it is said that children need two parents of different genders to be healthy and that having openly gay or lesbian teachers is confusing to children and they are not ready for this. The message is the same: Bisexual, gay, lesbian and/or transgender people are second-class citizens, less important than heterosexual people and less valuable to society. Only the way it is presented has changed.”  The Welcoming Congregation Handbook, Second Edition, 1999, Introduction
Check in: How is it with your spirit today?

Topic/Activity
How have phobias and isms have affected your life, from childhood to your present age? 
How have the phobias and the isms shaped your spirituality over your lifetime?

What do you have as concerns or issues as your life progresses? What are your hopes?
Likes and Wishes: How was this session for you?

Closing Words
Ten years hence……twenty years hence……fifty years hence……..

When will the phobias and isms disappear?

When will we be respected and cherished for who we are as unique individuals?

When, oh when, will we be able to live to our fullest without needing to expend our energy on barriers and barbs?

Why wait another moment? 

Let us live with each other as if that were the status today.

Let us live into our dream.

Let it begin right now.
Rev. Helen Zidowecki, Welcoming Congregation Conference, 11.2007
