SMALL GROUP MINISTRY
Religious Education: From Program to Ministry 
Opening words
“Understanding is growing on the part of church members that all are responsible for education…. The main effect of this shift is that individuals are beginning to understand themselves as … fundamentally responsible for the education occurring in the community. They are realizing that the church does not have an educational program; it is an educational program.” Marie Harris, Fashion Me A People, 1989, p. 46-47

Check in: What is your role in the educational ministry of your congregation?
Topic/Activity:
Short guided imagery:

Please get into a comfortable position. You may wish to close your eyes.

You are approaching the door to your church on a Sunday morning. As you start to open the door, you wonder what will happen today. As you enter the building, a sense of excitement greets you. This is a new day, a new time, a new experience. You have a few moments to walk around in the building. 
Visualize the people who will be in the various spaces. They are smiling, they are energetic, they are alive.

Feel the warmth and energy from the building itself, in every corner.

Allow yourself to be drawn into and washed with the sense that you and everyone who comes today will give something to the community, and will receive from the experience.

You would like to pause longer, but you have things to do! Take a deep breathe of the essence of the vision, hold it, and bring it with you as you prepare for the activities of the day.

Move forward a bit in time. People have come and gone. And you getting ready to leave.  As you walk out the door, think back to when you opened the door earlier. Know that your being there has made it possible for you and others to experience excitement and anticipation when you come again. 
Gently leave these visions and return to this time and space with us. Open your eyes when you are fully here. You may share your imagery experience as you wish.

Share a favorite experience that you have had in religious education. 

When is the congregation is most engaged with religious education?

Describe a time when you have felt or seen the educational ministry happen, within or beyond ‘the program’.
Likes and Wishes: How was this session for you? 
Closing: 
The educational ministry of the church is worship, social action, community building, learning, leadership and intergenerational/inclusive relationships – done in community to enhance our individual life and spiritual journeys. Helen Zidowecki
Helen Zidowecki, January 2009

