SMALL GROUP MINISTRY
Sharing Our Passion
Opening Words  Praxis is the purposeful, intentional and reflectively chosen ethical action based on reflection and action. It becomes shared by an individual within a faith community. The intent is to 
--Turn people to look at and express their lives in the world -- what is there, what are they up to, and what is going on around them.

--Get people to reflect on their life in the world -- to contemplate it, question it, imagine new possibilities for it, and even probe their own reflections of it all, discerning why they think or feel or perceive the way they do. (Thomas Groome, Educating for Life, 1998, p.161)

Check-in:  What is your passion today?
Topic/Activity: Thomas Groome presented a "shared praxis" model in Christian Religious Education in 1980. The model takes the individual in the present, helps examine the basis and impact of that present understanding, moves the person into dialogue with the faith community so that both are enriched, and leads to decision for action. In his later writing, Educating for Life (1998), Groome focuses on the spiritual life of the educator (including a focus on parents as religious educators) as absolutely critical to the educational process. 

Naming the knowing: Share a passion that you have (may differ from one named at check-in).

Critical Reflection: Why do you have the passion that you shared? Where did it come from? 

Your Story: What part does this passion have in your life?

How does this passion relate to you spiritually? 

Where do you find support in order to live out your passion?
Your Story and the Faith Community: Are there common threads between the story of your passion and the stories of others in the group? 

What have you found in your faith tradition that you can relate to your passion?

Vision: What impact does sharing your passion to this community have on how you live out that passion? What are you going to do about or with your passion?
Likes and Wishes: How did the session go for you?

Closing:

I brought myself to the group, and was asked to think about why things are as they are.

You brought yourselves to the group, and we shared.

Together we experienced the sense of community, a sense of our common yet differing selves.

We leave to go our separate ways, having changed the group itself by having been here.

Go forth into life, deepen your passion by sharing your passion
Helen Zidowecki, January 2009
